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Synopsis

Schoenberg and Redemption presents a new way of understanding Schoenberg’s step into
atonality in 1908. Reconsidering his threshold and early atonal works, as well as his theoretical
writings and a range of previously unexplored archival documents, Julie Brown argues that
Schoenberg’s revolutionary step was in part a response to Wagner’s negative charges concerning
the Jewish influence on German music. In 1898 and especially 1908 Schoenberg’s Jewish identity
came into confrontation with his commitment to Wagnerian modernism to provide an impetus to his
radical innovations. While acknowledging the broader turn-of-the-century Viennese context, Brown
draws special attention to continuities between Schoenberg’s work and that of Viennese moral
philosopher Otto Weininger, himself an ideological Wagnerian. She also considers the afterlife of
the composer’s ideological position when, in the late 1920s and early 1930s, the concept of

redeeming German culture of its Jewish elements took a very different turn.
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Customer Reviews

"This book reopens the subject of Jewish culture in the life and work of the twentieth-century
classical composer Arnold Schoenberg ... [it] draws on the writings of Austrian philosopher Otto
Weininger, providing a welcome reintroduction of his work into musicological research. Above all,
the author shows a remarkable ability to negotiate the shifting sands of Schoenberg’s thought in an

authoritative manner, not an easy task ... this stimulating book should be available to all who are



interested in European culture ..." M. Dineen, Choice"... Schoenberg and Redemption offers
important evidence with highly believable postulations ... this is an important book that deserves a

wide readership ..." Michael Haas, Times Literary Supplement

Julie Brown presents a new way of understanding Schoenberg’s step into atonality in 1908.
Reconsidering his early atonal works, his theoretical writings and previously unexplored archival
documents, she argues that Schoenberg'’s revolutionary step was in part a response to Wagner’s

negative charges concerning the Jewish influence on German music.

would purchase again. have a good experience. my best friend need it , just fine. | just love this
product | just use it for basic cutting | bought it because | read the reviews and its just what they |

just have to go buy a sleeve for it
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